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citizens, parents—are bound to do whatever
we can to keep them safe and healthy. Simple
safety measures—such as using child-resist-
ant packaging correctly, locking cupboards,
keeping prescriptions and cleaning supplies
out of the reach of a child’s hands—all can
protect our most precious resource from the
dangers of poison and other hazardous sub-
stances.

The U.S. Consumer Product Safety Com-
mission (CPSC) has made great progress in
safeguarding our young people by mandating
child-resistant packaging for medicine and
dangerous chemicals. And the invaluable
work of the Nation’s poison control centers
has saved countless lives, both young and old.
These public health efforts have reduced
childhood poisoning deaths from 450 in 1961
to 62 in 1991.

However, according to the American Asso-
ciation of Poison Control Centers, nearly 1
million children each year are exposed to po-
tentially poisonous medicines and household
chemicals. Every year we lose children to
poisoning—and almost all of these
poisonings are preventable. This week—and
every week—we must rededicate ourselves
to informing everyone of the importance of
prevention and to educating all caregivers
about ways to prevent childhood poisonings.

To encourage the American people to
learn more about the dangers of accidental
poisonings and to take more preventive
measures, the Congress, by Public Law 87–
319 (75 Stat. 681), has authorized and re-
quested the President to issue a proclamation
designating the third week of March of each
year as ‘‘National Poison Prevention Week.’’

Now, Therefore, I, William J. Clinton,
President of the United States of America,
do hereby proclaim the week beginning
March 19, 1995, as National Poison Preven-
tion Week. I call upon all Americans to ob-
serve this week by participating in appro-
priate ceremonies and activities.

In Witness Whereof, I have hereunto set
my hand this fifteenth day of February, in
the year of our Lord nineteen hundred and
ninety-five, and of the Independence of the
United States of America the two hundred
and nineteenth.

William J. Clinton

[Filed with the Office of the Federal Register,
11:17 a.m., February 16, 1995]

NOTE: This proclamation was published in the
Federal Register on February 17.

Statement on Petroleum Imports and
Energy Security
February 16, 1995

I am today concurring with the Depart-
ment of Commerce’s finding that the Na-
tion’s growing reliance on imports of crude
oil and refined petroleum products threaten
the Nation’s security because they increase
U.S. vulnerability to oil supply interruptions.
I also concur with the Department’s rec-
ommendation that the administration con-
tinue its present efforts to improve U.S. en-
ergy security, rather than to adopt a specific
import adjustment mechanism.

This action responds to a petition under
Section 232 of the Trade Expansion Act of
1962, which was filed by the Independent
Petroleum Association of America and others
on March 11, 1994. The act gives the Presi-
dent the authority to adjust imports if they
are determined to pose a threat to national
security. The petitioners sought such action,
claiming that U.S. dependence on oil imports
had grown since the Commerce Department
last studied the issue in response to a similar,
1988 petition.

In conducting its study, the Department
led an interagency working group that in-
cluded the Departments of Energy, Interior,
Defense, Labor, State, and Treasury, the Of-
fice of Management and Budget, the Council
of Economic Advisers, and the U.S. Trade
Representative. The Commerce Department
also held public hearings and invited public
comment. Following White House receipt of
the Commerce Department’s report, the Na-
tional Economic Council coordinated addi-
tional interagency review.

As in the case of its earlier study, the Com-
merce Department found that the potential
costs to the national security of an oil import
adjustment, such as an import tariff, out-
weigh the potential benefits. Instead, the De-
partment recommended that the administra-
tion continue its current policies, which are
aimed at increasing the Nation’s energy secu-
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rity through a series of energy supply en-
hancement and conservation and efficiency
measures designed to limit the Nation’s de-
pendence on imports. Those measures in-
clude:

—Increased investment in energy effi-
ciency.

—Increased investment in alternative
fuels.

—Increased Government investment in
technology, to lower costs and improve
production of gas and oil and other en-
ergy sources.

—Expanded utilization of natural gas.
—Increased Government investment in

renewable energy sources.
—Increased Government regulatory effi-

ciency.
—Increased emphasis on free trade and

U.S. exports.
—Maintenance of the Strategic Petroleum

Reserve.
—Coordination of emergency cooperation

measures.
Finally, led by the Department of Energy

and the National Economic Council, the ad-
ministration will continue its efforts to de-
velop additional cost-effective policies to en-
hance domestic energy production and to re-
vitalize the U.S. petroleum industry.

Message to the Congress on the
Proliferation of Chemical and
Biological Weapons
February 16, 1995

To the Congress of the United States:
On November 16, 1990, in light of the

dangers of the proliferation of chemical and
biological weapons, President Bush issued
Executive Order No. 12735, and declared a
national emergency under the International
Emergency Economic Powers Act (50 U.S.C.
1701 et seq.). Under section 202(d) of the
National Emergencies Act (50 U.S.C.
1622(d)), the national emergency terminates
on the anniversary date of its declaration un-
less the President publishes in the Federal
Register and transmits to the Congress a no-
tice of its continuation.

On November 14, 1994, I issued Executive
Order No. 12938, which revoked and super-

seded Executive Order No. 12735. As I de-
scribed in the report transmitting Executive
Order No. 12938, the new Executive order
consolidates the functions of Executive
Order No. 12735, which declared a national
emergency with respect to the proliferation
of chemical and biological weapons, and Ex-
ecutive Order No. 12930, which declared a
national emergency with respect to nuclear,
biological, and chemical weapons, and their
means of delivery. The new Executive order
continued in effect any rules, regulations, or-
ders, licenses, or other forms of administra-
tive action taken under the authority of Exec-
utive order No. 12735. This is the final report
with respect to Executive Order No. 12735.

This report is made pursuant to section
204 of the International Emergency Eco-
nomic Powers Act and section 401(c) of the
National Emergencies Act regarding activi-
ties taken and money spent pursuant to the
emergency declaration. Additional informa-
tion on chemical and biological weapons pro-
liferation is contained in the annual report
to the Congress provided pursuant to the
Chemical and Biological Weapons Control
and Warfare Elimination Act of 1991.

The three export control regulations issued
under the Enhanced Proliferation Control
Initiative are fully in force and continue to
be used to control the export of items with
potential use in chemical or biological weap-
ons (CBW) or unmanned delivery systems
for weapons of mass destruction.

During the final 6 months of Executive
Order No. 12735, the United States contin-
ued to address actively in its international
diplomatic efforts the problem of the pro-
liferation and use of CBW.

At the termination of Executive Order No.
12735, 158 nations had signed the Chemical
Weapons Convention (CWC) and 16 had
ratified it. On November 23, 1993, I submit-
ted the CWC to the Senate for its advice
and consent to ratification. The United States
continues to press for prompt ratification of
the Convention to enable its entry into force
as soon as possible. We also continue to urge
those countries that have not signed the Con-
vention to do so. The United States has re-
mained actively engaged in the work of the
CWC Preparatory Commission headquar-
tered in The Hague, to elaborate the tech-
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